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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 2 and 1 3 objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 1 2 
and 13 both recite "....second axes intersect...." axes are tools used for cutting, and 
Applicant misspelled axis. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0036362 (Buesseler et al.). 

3. Regarding claims 1,2,16 and 1 7, Buesseler teaches a casing for a handheld 
device [Abstract, i.e. a cover for a mobile communications device] defining a 
generally planar operating face [Figure 8A, #12, Page 3, paragraph 0036] for 
providing an input mechanism [Page 1, paragraph 006] and a display region [Page 3, 
paragraph 0038] and having a first axis defining an operation orientation of the device 
[Figure 2A, i.e. the axis along which the keypad is located], the casing providing 
first and second side sweeps confronting each other at respective ends defining the 
shape of the generally planar operating face and providing discontinuities at their 
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respective confrontations, the alignment of the discontinuities defining a second axis 
along the longest span of the casing [Figure 12, i.e. the opposing sides] wherein the 
casing includes an audio axis for carrying a spaced microphone and speaker is aligned 
with the second axis [Figures 1A & 1B, #s 54 and 56]. 

4. Regarding claim 3, Buesseler teaches that the confrontation comprises a 
physical convergence of the respective side sweeps [Figures 12, i.e. the vertical and 
horizontal axis]. 

5. Regarding claim 4, Buesseler teaches that the confrontation is provided by 
external elements carried by the casing [Paragraph 0039]. 

6. Regarding claims 5, 6, 7 and 8, Buesseler teaches that the second axis lies 
along a diagonal that is truncated and terminated at a rounded corner [Figure 6A, 
paragraph 0034; i.e. the opposing sides]. 

7. Regarding claim 9, Buesseler teaches that the rounded corners provide two 
sweeping sides [Figure 7A, # 120 and the opposing point]. 

8. Regarding claims 1 0 and 1 1 , Buesseler teaches that the elongate diagonal 
terminates at a point at both extremities [Figure 7A, # 124 and the diagonally 
opposing point]. 

9. Regarding claim 12, Buesseler teaches that the first and second axes intersect in 
the display region of the face [Figure 7A, # 132]. 

1 0. Regarding claim 1 3, Buesseler teaches that the first and second axes intersect at 
the input region of the face [Figure 7A, # 61 (TYP)]. 
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1 1 . Regarding claims 1 4 and 1 5, Buesseler teaches that the face is generally 
rectangular or a square [Figure 12]. 

12. Regarding claim 1 6, Buesseler teaches a handheld telecommunications device 
comprising a casing according [Figure 1A]. 

13. Regarding claim 18, Buesseler teaches that the device can be held in the hand in 
the proper orientation for viewing the display and lifted to the ear in proper orientation 
for audio communication whilst maintaining substantially the same lateral position of the 
user's wrist [Figure 3, paragraph 0028]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent Number 5,982,881 (Mischenko) teaches a 
radiotelephone handset having a faceplate to accommodate a plurality of distinctive 
telephone appearances. U.S. Patent Number 7,456,994 (Silverbrook et al.) teaches a 
mobile telecommunications device with stylus having printhead tip. U.S. Patent Number 
7,366,555 (Jokinen et al.) teaches a mobile station enclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ISAAK R. JAMA whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5887. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 - 5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester G. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/IRJ/ 



/Lester Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



